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Looking back, perhaps the most significant experience of my high school years was my involvement with the Asian Students in Action. It was significant because it was such a turning point for me personally, and because it expanded my concept of education.

When I entered high school, my sense of the school experience was what I had seen before: the classroom followed by homework assignments. My goal was to focus on schoolwork as the pathway to success. Clubs and other extracurricular activities just didn't seem to be important, and ASIA in particular presented me with different questions. Was the club by it's nature restrictive and exclusionary? Would it take me out of the mainstream? Would it limit my experience at the Boston Latin School?

Despite my reservations, I found myself accepting a challenge I could not pass up, the opportunity to build the club's website (www.blsasia.com). The site was to be a showcase of our goals and how they would be achieved or at least attempted, and for me personally, it was an opportunity to demonstrate my abilities and follow up on my interest in web design.

The club turned out to be anything but restrictive and exclusionary. We were involved in the Greater Boston Food Bank, we ran a tutoring program, we facilitated volunteer work in Chinatown, and we did it through teamwork and by actively soliciting sponsorship. 

It was not always easy. There were disagreements and occasionally infighting among our membership, but in the end we came together and learned how to interact, how to disagree, and how to get the job done. The unexpected benefit of being in a club was the experience of seeing people come together and overcome obstacles notwithstanding the distraction of personality conflicts. We all learned a lesson in how to treat each other as friends, coworkers, and leaders.
After my involvement with ASIA I joined several more clubs all of which have enriched my educational experience. I look forward to similar involvement in college.   
